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— ooGoo — 

Another  miscellaneous  batch  of  questions  comes  up  for  ansvrer  today.  One 
latter  in  the  mailbag  this  week  wants  to  kr.ow  hov;  to  protect  strawberry  plants 
during  a  severe  winter.    Another  asks  whether  leaves  left  on  the  lawn  will  r^rotect 
the  :rass.    Then,  here's  a  letter  about  the  shortage  in  burlap  bags. 

Let's  start  by  calling  on  the  plant  scientists  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture for  an  answer  to  this  letter  about  strawberry  plants.    The  letter  says: 
"Our  strawberry  bed  took  a  beating  last  winter.    Freezing  and  thawing  heaved  the 
plants  out  of  the  ground  and  broke  roots.    And  the  low  temperatures  killed  fruit 
buds  and  injured  roots  and  crown.    How  can  we  save  our  strawberry  plants  from 
damage  like  this  this  coming  winter?" 

Plant  scientists  say  that  in  northern  States  where  winters  are  severe 
strawberry  plants  need  a  mulch  of  straw  to  protect  them  from  the  weather.  Mulch 
is  not  only  a  winter  protection.    Mulch  left  on  in  the  spring  until  danger  of 
8prin.i  frosts  is  over  will  hold  back  the  bloom  and  save  the  fruit.    And  part  of 
the  mulch,  left  on  the  rows  during  harvest  next  summer  will  help  conserve  moisture 
smother  weeds  and  keep  the  berries  clean. 

Don't  cover  the  plants  until  late  in  the  fall  when  they  have  become  dormant 
■feit  until  after  several  frosty  nights.    A  light  frost  won't  hurt  the  plants, 
but  they  need  a  cover  before  the  temperature  falls  to  18  degrees  or  below.  Spread 
the  straw  nulch  evenly  over  the  field  about  ?  inches  deep.    This  requires  about 
3  tons  of  straw  to  an  acre.     In  the  spring,  wait  until  you  see  new  leaf  growth  on 
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the  plants  before  you  take  off  the  mulch.    Then  open  it  over  the  rows  of  plants, 

and  fork  about  half  off  the  plants.    Tramp  this  dov/n  on  the  ground  between  the  rows. 

The  plants  vrill  grow  ur)  through  the  rest  of  the  mulch  and  be  the  better  for  it. 

l"ow  from  the  strawberry  bed  let's  turn  our  attention  to  the  lavm.  Here's 
a  letter  that  says:   "I've  heard  leaves  left  on  the  lawn  in  the  fall  would  help 
protect  the  grass  during  the  winter.     Is  this  true?" 

Grass  experts  say:  Fo ,  instead  of  "orotecting  the  grass  leaves  are  likely 
to  injure  it  by  smothering  it,  especially  if  the  layer  is  thick  enough  to  hide  the 
grass.    Orass  of  a  variety  suited  to  your  climate  v;on' t  need  any  protection  in 
winter . 

One  more  question  about  grass  is  this:   "Does  it  help  save  the  lawn  to  let 
the  grass  grow  long  late  in  the  fall*"' 

A^ain  the  experts  say:  llo .    Allowing  the  grass  to  grow  long  in  late  fall  is 
of  no  help  to  the  lawn,  and  only  gives  trouble  in  the  spring  because  of  all  the 
long,  dead  grass  you  have  to  remove. 

So  LTuch  for  lawns.    Hov;  a  question  about  burlap  bags  or  gunny  sacks.  A 
housewife  says:   "I  have  heard  that  the  war  is  likely  to  cause  a  shortage  of  burlap 
bags — i/i.at  we  call  gunny  sacks  or  croakus  bags.    Gunny  sacks  have  nothing  to  do 
with  gans  or  airplanes.    Please  explain  why  this  common  material  burlap  should  be 
scarce . " 

Officials  of  agricultural  defense  relations  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
say:  Burlap  is  made  from  jute,  imported  chiefly  from  India.    Shortage  of  shipping 
is  what  threatens  shortages  of  burlap.    On  farms,  burlap  gunny  sacks  are  S-way 
carriers.    Feeds,  fertilizers,  and  chemicals  come  to  the  farm  in  these  bags;  and 
wheat,  potatoes,  onions  and  cabbage  go  out  from  the  farm  in  them.    Burlap  also 
covers  bales  of  cotton  and  other  farm  products  sent  av/ay  to  market.  Housewives 
use  burlap  for  making  hooked  rags  and  as  an  undercover  in  ut)holstery  furniture. 
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In  normal  times  farms  in  this  country  use  more  than  a  billion  and  a  quarter  yards 
of  textile  packaging  material  every  year,  and  most  of  this  material  is  burlap. 

'.'hat  to  do  about  this  shortage  of  burlap?    Well,  officials  of  the  Depart- 
aent  of  Agriculture  think  cotton  bagging  may  take  the  place  of  much  of  the  burlap 
in  time.    Cotton  textile  experts  are  being  asked  to  look  into  the  possibility 
of  producing  more  heavy  sheetings  and  osnaburgs,  already  being  used  to  some  extent 
for  packaging.    The  practical  difficulty  is  that  the  cotton  mills  are  already 
loaded  with  defense  orders — orders  that  require  the  same  type  of  machinery  neces- 
sary to  turn  out  the  bagging  materials  agriculture  wants. 

So  right  now  farmers  will  do  a  service  to  themselves  and  their  country  if 
they  take  good  care  of  the  gunny  sacks  and  burlar)  on  hand,  repairing  bags  to  make 
them  last  longer,  and  keeping  them  in  circulation  with  quicker  returns  to  dealers. 

That' s  all  the  questions  and  answers  for  today.    Kore  will  be  coming  up 
froE  the  mailbag  on  Thursday. 

TTV  WW 


